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Australian ocean energy (OE) sector is still in its infancy and is heavily dependent on continued
support from government (such as grant aid, FIT’s, etc.) and industry driving down costs. In order for
it to meet its full commercial potential and become viable without public subsidy, signiﬁcant cost
reduction is essential to ensure it is cost competitive with other sources of energy. Substantial levels
of innovation and economies of scale are now needed and this will only be possible with extensive
collaboration and innovation across industry, supply chain and research institutes. This presents a
considerable opportunity for universities to play a key role through providing targeted industry led
applied research.
Similarly, in Wales in the United Kingdom, the ocean resources around the coastline offer great
opportunity for the exploitation of marine renewable energy from wave energy systems, tidal
stream systems and tidal range lagoons. However, in 2013 it was calculated that over £70 million
(Aus$100M) had been spent in research grants to support the Welsh ocean energy sector but
evidence suggested that beneﬁts of this work were limited, largely due to a lack of co-ordination or
steer from industry. This highlighted the urgent need to redeﬁne industry driven research
requirements. As a result the Wales Ocean Energy Research Partnership (WOERP) was established
and a comprehensive industry led research programme was developed for Wales. A further, widerreach collaborative initiative across the UK has been developed known as ORJIP, the Offshore
Renewables Joint Industry Programme. As a result, co-operation between the key stakeholders of
Government, academia, regulators and industry has led to advances in technology development,
better understanding of the marine and coastal conservation issues, and supporting research.
Investment conﬁdence is rising as exempliﬁed by new project developments. This paper will describe
the progress being made using these collaborative models in the three sub-sectors of the industry. Is
it a model for Australia?
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